Introduction
The primary dependence of uterine proliferafion and differen¬ tiation on the co-ordinated effects of progesterone and oestradiol in early pregnancy is well established. The hormonal control of these events has been investigated in detail at the morphological, biochemical and molecular levels. Knowledge of these processes gives valuable insights into essential features of the successful establishment of pregnancy in mammals that show a pronounced decidualization of the uterine stroma, as in rodents and humans (Psychoyos, 1973; Finn, 1977;  Glasser, 1990;  Abrahamson and Zorn, 1993; Tang et al, 1994 (Bradford, 1976 (Ho et al, 1985) was added. After incubation for 30 min, the mixture was centrifuged at 800 g and the supernatant discarded. The HAP pellet was washed with 2.0 ml HAP-washing buffer (10 mmol Tris-HCl I"1, pH 7.4, 5.0 mmol dithiothreitol 1 and 1.0% (v/v) Triton X-100) and transferred to vials containing 10 ml of scintillation fluid for radioactivity determination. The exchange condition measures the total oestrogen receptor content (occupied and unoccupied binding sites) (Anderson et al, 1972 Fig. 1 ). In antibody-treated females, progesterone receptor concentration increased sub¬ stantially compared with the control group in non-injected (tenfold, < 0.001) and injected (fivefold, < 0.001) uterine horns. The anti-progestins, RU486 and ZK299, had no effect on progesterone receptor concentrations in either horn when administered systemically (Fig. 1) non-injected control horn (Fig. 2) 
